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A WORD IN YOUR EAR

Give enough lead…
During the many shotgun shooting coaching sessions we held 

this year, the predominant problem experienced by members new 
to shotgunning, was the lead of the targets.

Most members new to shotgun shooting, tend to shoot at the 
target, instead of leading the target and shooting in front of it. 
This is especially true for the many old ‘rifle shooters’. The target 
is moving and therefore you have to shoot ahead of it. The dis-
tance you lead the target by depends on the speed, distance and 
angle of the target in relation to your gun and position.

There is no set rule, or way, to coach someone to shoot a shot-
gun, and it depends on the method used by the person shooting. 
There are  different ways and techniques on how to shoot a shot-
gun, such as pass shooting – where you swing from behind the 
target and through it (overtake it), like a paint brush movement; 
or the pull-away method, where you pull the gun ahead of the 
target and accelerate ahead of the target while firing. 

I teach the move-mount-shoot method which is an instinctive 
method of following the target with your barrels (without mount-
ing the gun in your shoulder) until you are ready to shoot, and 
then you mount the gun and shoot in quick succession. The there 
is the sustained lead method, where you maintain your lead in 
front of the target at all times, and lastly, the Churchill method. 
I’ll publish an article in one of the upcoming issues on shooting 
styles.

Coming back to the lead issue – there are many instructional 
videos on youtube on shotgunning by Gil Ash of OSP Shooting 
School in the USA. Watch these videos when you have time, as 
they are very informative and will definitely improve your shoot-
ing – whether for clays or fowl.

Thank you for your continued support! Enjoy the rest and 
Merry Christmas.

Waidmannsheil!    André –
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Fausti Shotgun & Rifle 
discount for members 
ONLY –

As of 1 November 2014, ALL SA 
Wingshooters members will receive a 10% 
discount on ANY Fausti shotgun or rifle 
purchased directly from Entramarc (Pty) Ltd.

This is a fantastic membership benefit  
and a kind gesture from the folks at 
Entramarc. They are the official distributor 
for Fausti – Italian made shotguns and 
rifles, Hull shotgun ammunition, Napier of 
London gun care products, Sack-Ups gun 
sleeves and care products and Woodleigh 
bullets.

This year, Entramarc also raised 
R34,000 for SA Wingshooters through 
their Fausti shotgun raffles. The raffles 
were very successful, and two shotguns 
were raffled on 15 November 2014 at the 
Fausti/SA Wingshooters Chrsitmas Shoot 
function. The winners of the two shotgun 
draws were Dr N. Hayward of Cape 
Town and Mr H. Playne of Johannesburg. 
Congratulations!

– Ed.

New amendments to 
the Firearms Control 
Act –

On Friday 14 November 2014 we 
received an email from Adv. Soman of the 
Ministry of Police with the new proposed 
amendments to the Firearms Control Act.

We had two working days to respond 
with comments. After conusltation with 
the other Executive Committe members, 
we made the following propsals to the 
Ministry of Police:

Thank you for the opportunity to 
comment on the proposed Firearms Control 
Amendment Bill 2014.

Due to time constraints and limited 
time to respond with comments, the SA 
Wingshooters Association will keep the 
comment brief, to the point and only 
on issues relevant to the activities as an 
accredited hunting association. 

Furthermore, the Bill refers to 
the amendment Act 28 of 2006. The 
Regulations for the Amendment Act 28 of 
2006, have not been published in full, other 
than the amendments to Sections made 
effective by Proclamation 77 as printed 
in Government Gazette 33871, dated 17 
December 2010.

Official Comments:

1. Amendment of section 8 of Act 
60 of 2000, as amended by section 7 
of Act 28 of 2006 – (7) a, b, c, d, and e:

Is this amended section applicable only 
to members of an accredited association, 
but not the public at large? If so, why 
not? This should be applicable ONLY to 
applicants who are NOT members of 
accredited associations, as citizens who are 
members of accredited associations show 
more responsibility, interest and are officially 
classified by their respective associations 
as Occasional Hunters/Sport Shooters or 
Dedicated Hunters/Sport Shooters.

2. Section 8 of Act 28 of 2006 
– (10) The Registrar may refuse the 
application on good cause, in which case 
the Registrar must give the applicant 
written reasons for the refusal.”:

A time constraint must be placed 
on the Registrar. The time frame for the 
Registrar to inform an applicant in written 

format as to the reasons for the refusal, 
should be done within 21 (twenty one) 
days, and should be done on the same day 
the application was refused, as there was 
then obviously immediate reasons why the 
application was refused, and  the applicant 
must be informed immediately of these 
reasons.

3. Amendment of section 10 of Act 
60 of 2000, as amended by section 9 
of Act 28 of 2006 – (5) A competency 
certificate shall only be renewed 
upon submission of a certificate by 
an accredited training service provider 
that the applicant has successfully 
completed the proficiency test in the six 
months period preceding the lapsing of 
the competency certificate that is being 
renewed.”:

This is unnecessary and not in line with 
the Skills Development Act, as individuals 
who completed all the required SAQA 

Unit Standards, as prescribed, and received 
a competency certificate as issued by 
the SAPS-CFR, is already qualified and 
competent. 

This will result in unnecessary further 
costs to firearm owners in South Africa 
and is unacceptable. Furthermore, the 
proposed inclusion of sub-section (5) is 
directly in opposition to amendment 10A(7) 
of the Amendment Act (Act 28 of 2006), 
where it is stated “For the purposes of the 
renewal of a competency certificate an 
applicant does not have to comply again 
with the provisions of section 9(2)(q) and 
(r), unless the Registrar in a specific case, 
on good grounds being present, requires 
otherwise.”

4. Amendment of section 16 of Act 
60 of 2000 as amended by section 4 of 

Shooting
& ASSOCIATION NEWS
, Conservation

Winner of the second draw – Henry 
Playne (right) with Athol Murray of 

Entramarc
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Shooting
& ASSOCIATION NEWS
, Conservation

Act 43 of 2003 and section 11 of Act 28 
of 2006. – “(5) a semi-automatic rifle 
or a shotgun may only be registered in 
terms of this section to a person who 
has maintained a dedicated status as a 
sports-shooter for a period of at least 
five years and continues to maintain 
such a dedicated status.”:

The restriction of five (5) years on semi-
automatic rifles or shotguns for dedicated 
sport shooters, before they may apply for 
such a restricted firearm, is nonsensical. 
This restricts already proven and qualified 
Dedicated Sport Shooters from participating 
in their sport. As per the FCA 60 of 2000 
and all further amendments, a person who 
holds dedicated status may apply for a 
restricted firearm. This amendment 7 (5) 
will render Dedicated Status redundant.

5. Amendment of section 16 of Act 
60 of 2000 as amended by section 4 of 
Act 43 of 2003 and section 11 of Act 28 
of 2006. – (7) “The written motivation 
must contain details relating to the 
needs of the dedicated hunter or sports 
shooter, the type of firearm required, 
the shooting disciplines that the 
applicant is involved in and such other 
information as may be required by the 
Head of the Central Firearms Register.”

This insertion is irrelevant and has no 
context, as Section 16 refers to Dedicated 
Status, and applicants who hold dedicated 
status may apply for a fifth licence in any 
event.

6. Insertion of section 30A in Act 
60 of 2000 – 10. The following section 
is hereby inserted in the principal Act 
after section 30: “Ballistic sampling of 
firearms”, to include – Insertion of 
sections 98A and 98B in Act 60 of 2000

In all honesty, this is not implementable 
as suggested in these amendments. The 
Ballistic Lab testing facility of firearms 
linked to crime is far in arrears as it is. 
This will place a tremendous burden on 
the already burdened SAPS’s resources. 
The ballistic sampling idea is one that 
could be supported, however it needs to 
be streamlined with minimal impact on 
resources, both private and government. 
Furthermore, who will carry the cost of 
such ballistic sampling? Who will pay for 
the ammunition – surely not the owner?  
Some cartridges for some calibres cost 
R300, or more, for one cartridge.

Individuals who collect firearms, also 
invest in high-value, unfired firearms, and 
this sampling will impact on these types 
of collectables. Shotguns can be excluded 
from this proposed sampling, as they 
hold little ballistic reference value, due to 
shotguns being smooth-bore firearms. We 
further suggest, that should the “Ballistic 
Sampling of Firearms” be enforced, that it 
should be done with all Official Institution 
firearms first.

7. Insertion of sections 124A and 
124B in Act 60 of 2000 – “Duties of 

commanders in respect of firearms 
124A.(1) –– (b) “disciplinary steps are 
taken against members of the Service 
who have lost firearms through 
negligence”:

It is unfortunate that the Government 
of the Republic of South Africa focuses 
the issue surrounding crime and the use 
of illegal firearms to commit crime, as a 
mechanism to limit legal firearm owners 
in the Republic. This shows the blatant 
disregard the Government has with regard 
to the responsibility for their own actions 
and negligence, such as the thousands of 
firearms stolen or lost by the South African 
Police Service and SADF members (Both 
Official Institutions), each year.

This fact becomes clear under the 
section “Duties of commander in 
respect of firearms” – 124A.(1)  Every 
commander in the Service, including all 
station commissioners, must ensure 
that— “disciplinary steps are taken against 
members of the Service who have lost 
firearms through negligence.”

– This is absolutely unacceptable! Law-
abiding firearm owners will be criminally 
prosecuted, if negligent, but members of 
“Official” government bodies, will only 
be subjected to “disciplinary steps”. They 
should be criminally charged, like the rest 
of us.

8. Relicensing of firearms – Section 1E:
The proposed insertion of this Section 

1E, is an attempt to re-introduce the 
transitional provisions/requirements  for the 
re-licensing of existing firearm licenses as 
contained in the initial Firearms Control 
Act, Act 60 of 2000. Any inclusion of 
Section 1E will be in direct contravention 
of the judgement of Honourable Judge 
Bill Prinsloo in the SA Hunters and Game 
Conservation Association and two others 
vs. The Minister of Safety and Security case, 
as delivered in the High Court in Pretoria 
in June 2009. Judge Prinsloo specifically 
ruled that the re-licensing requirement may 
be unconstitutional and suspended this 
requirement pending the outcome of the 
ongoing litigation, which has not been 
finalised. Any insertion of Section 1E will 
thus be an attempt to circumvent the 
existing Court Order as aforesaid and will 
furthermore be unlawful.”

  – SA Wingshooters– Ed.

Get your new, 
expertly fitted, 

shotgun for 
hunting or sport  

from us!

LORIS INTERNATIONAL
Tel: 012 664 1055/6 
Fax: 0865472578
Mobile: 082 775 0243
email: shot25@global.co.za

The home of good shooting

Available from:

Richard Curtis & Yassine Bouajaja 
hunting in the Free State
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PHASA WELCOMES 
ZAMBIA’S DECISION 
TO LIFT BAN ON 
HUNTING

 The Professional Hunters Association 
of South Africa (PHASA) has welcomed the 
decision by the Zambian Government to lift 
a ban imposed in January 2013 on trophy 
hunting in that country. Big cats would 
remain off the hunting list, however, until 
an accurate assessment on their numbers 
was completed.

In lifting the ban, Minister of Tourism 
and Arts Jean Kapata said the resumption 
of hunting was intended to “avoid erosion 
of the sense of ownership of animals and 
the reduction of vigilance which could 
result in a worsened poaching situation.

“The Zambian Wildlife Authority 
(ZAWA) has lost a huge amount of money 
as a result of the ban.  It must also be borne 
in mind that the reduction of operational 
income to ZAWA has put a strain on the 
Government that has had to supplement 
ZAWA’s shortfall in revenue,” the Minister 
is reported as saying.

PHASA chief executive Adri Kitshoff 
said the Zambian experience demonstrated 
that the value of hunting to a country’s 
conservation practices was only truly 
appreciated once it was gone. “Hunting 
and eco-tourism are the only means by 

which communities within conservancies 
can make a living off the land. Without 
these, the communities will see no value in 
the wildlife and will be in constant conflict 
with the animals,” she said. 

“Photographic tourism on its own is 
not enough given its limitation to areas 
of dense populations of game and scenic 
beauty. Hunting complements eco-tourism 
by attracting visitors to areas where the 
game is scarce, adding to the challenge of 
the hunt,” she said.

According to Kitshoff, while big cats 
were still off the Zambian hunting menu for 

now, the Government’s decision was a vote 
of confidence in the concept of sustainable 
utilisation. “We hope that Botswana, which 
stopped issuing hunting permits on public 
land earlier this year, will follow Zambia’s 
example,”she said. 

“Where it is practised in southern 
Africa, notably in South Africa and Namibia, 
wildlife has flourished.

“This is because it creates incentives 
to look after game, provides an additional 
source of revenue for conservation practices 
and is another deterrent against poaching.”

– PHASA.

Shooting
& ASSOCIATION NEWS
, Conservation

Bird hunting licenses 
sold during 2014…
Bird hunting licences are available for purchase from the SA Wingshooters office. 
Any hunter wishing to hunt in any province, may only do so with the respective 
hunting licence for that province. The SA Wingshooters office sold the following 
number of licences on behalf of the provinces, totaling 1072 licences:

Gauteng:   377
Free State:   243
Mpumalanga:  174
NW Province:  109
Limpopo:   169

Philipp Schulz (left) hunting 
Francolin with a friend
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Ethics is defined as “1. 
the science of morals in 
human conduct. 2. moral 
principles; rules of con-
duct”. When it comes to 

hunting (including bird hunting or 
wingshooting), the rules of conduct 
are both moral and pragmatic – they 
are there for your safety, the safety of 
your companions, and they are there 
for the benefit of the prey, the land-

owner and the sport. And they can 
change from time to time.

Most rules of conduct are simply 
common sense and good manners. 
Those excitable and intolerant drivers 
on our highways are often quiet, self-
possessed citizens when they switch 
off the ignition. And you would 
probably have been quite happy to 

leave your wife, children and gundog 
in the company of that responsible 
sober-sided gentleman – if you hadn’t 
seen how he can turn into a Rambo-
type killer when let loose in the hunt-
ing field.

Some of them haven’t been given 
the opportunity to learn better gun 
manners, others may have grown up 
in a society with different values to 
ours. For these there is hope – if you 

and I take the trouble to point out 
the error of their ways… as diplo-
matically or as forcefully as circum-
stances demand. There is little hope 
for the others, those who will NOT  
learn – the only hope for our sport 
is to send them packing and/or have 
them declared unfit to possess…

There will always be those who 

Wingshooting
Ethics
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by Charles Duff

Do wingshooters need ethics?
Most definitely. 
Probably more so than other shooting disciplines…
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oppose wingshooting and hunting, 
but if we act ethically at all times, 
we will make it very hard for them 
to justify their calls for restrictive 
legislation.

Let us examine the question of 
dress and firearms.

Like it or lump it, you are judged 
by what you wear. Society has norms 
and if you go outside of them, you 
can expect to be treated accordingly. 
To put it simply, dress like a slob and 
you will be taken for a slob and it is 
then up to you to prove that you are 
not a slob.

I don’t for a moment suggest that 
South African hunters should go 
about decked out in button-up shirts, 
collars, ties and tweed jackets like the 
Brits. Because although this is fre-
quently expected over there; it would 
be ridiculously outside of our norms. 
Our hunters should obviously dress 
for the weather, the terrain and the 

prey. Therefore khakis, camouflage, 
etc are the norms.

If you are on your own, it doesn’t 
much matter to anyone else what you 
do, or how you dress and behave. But 
once you are part of a group, it does. 
The point is that the actions of any 
one member of a particular group 
will always affect that whole group.

How many of us, I wonder, have 
had shoots spoiled by some jerk arriv-
ing in contrasting colours which stick 
out like a sore thumb? I remem-
ber one guinea-fowl shoot that was 
completely ruined by a moron who 
turned up in a white boiler suit. 
When he was taxed about it his 
response was that it was to prevent 
somebody shooting him by mistake. 
That we never got anywhere near the 
guineas and that he very nearly shot 
me instead of an illegal button-quail 
was, I suppose, purely coincidental. I 
quickly learnt to be much more selec-

tive with whom I shoot.
One should also consider whether 

the gun fits the occasion.
Handguns and shotguns do not 

mix. Be serious – what can you do 
in the field with a handgun that can’t 
be done better by a shotgun? Shoot a 
snake? Defend yourself from a raven-
ing duiker? Should you be ambushed 
by a gang of thugs whilst innocently 
shooting rock-pigeons, I suggest that 
even a handgun is unlikely to prevent 
them shooting you to pieces with 
AK-47s! Yet a surprising number of 
people carry handguns openly on 
bird shoots – and it is just not accept-
able. At the very least cover the 
bloody thing up!

You may feel nicely macho with a 
.45 auto on your hip. But to every-
one else present you are likely to 
come across as an incident looking 
for somewhere to happen. How does 
anyone else know that you are not 
going to whip it out in a moment of 
boredom and use it? I have seen fresh-
ly-used pistol cartridge cases lying on 
the ground after pigeon shoots, and 
rest my case. 

To bring your young son on a bird 
shoot, armed with a .22 rifle is not 
only unacceptable, but highly dan-
gerous. Yet it happens all too often. 
A bird shoot is neither the time nor 
the place to teach a youngster how 
to shoot a rifle. If you want to fulfill 
your paternal duty and teach your 
son good gun manners and safe prac-
tices – go to the local range.

There are many mielie and sun-
flower farms that the owners open 
up to all and sundry to shoot pigeon 
and doves in an effort to cut their 
crop losses. Some of the people who 
appear on these shoots have to be 
seen to be believed! Rambos with 
guns hanging out of every pore. If 
that’s how I, as a gun owner and user 
view them; just imagine how the gen-
eral public sees them!

Many farmers only do this once 
or twice because of the mayhem 
these so-called “Hunters” cause. It is 
not acceptable to leave non-biode-
gradable empty cartridges, beer cans, 
boxes and rubbish littered the length 
and breadth of a sunflower field. It is 
equally unacceptable to sit between 
lights plucking dead birds and dump-
ing the feathers, which is another 
common occurrence. They may be a 

more biodegradable form of litter but they still make 
a mess of someone else’s  property. Take a couple of 
rubbish bags along with you, how hard is that?

We should all be aware of the damage ingested 
cartridge cases can cause to livestock, which is why 
it is so important to pick them all up. It is just not 
possible to pick up the wads, yet these are just as 
indigestible. Many farmers, estates and gun clubs 
now insist on paper and/or photo-degradable cases 
and wads (or even the old felt wads). Once these are 
available here all ethical bird hunters should switch 
over, regardless of cost.

Using a pump or semi-auto shotgun in a group 
of hunters is also unacceptable, unless everyone is so 
equipped, or are prepared to take a chance on your 
gun manners. In other words, they should be asked 
first.

I know that the Yanks use them all the time; our 
norms are significantly different. Our number of 
bird hunters shot by accident are also significantly 
(and proportionately) less.

Is it really necessary to belabour the point about 
the futility of you knowing that your trusty enkel-
loop pomp-aksie is empty and safe, when nobody else 
can see this clearly? Also, of course, they shed empties 
all over the place, which makes them far more likely 
to not be picked up. A broken-open empty double is 
clearly visibly, safe and the barrels can be continually 
checked for obstructions. A well-known Free State 
organizer of rock pigeon shoots once got 17 pellets 
into his shoulders at close range when a nearby cli-
ent’s pomp-aksie with a mud-choked barrel blew up. 
Just one such unnecessary accident is one too many.

Many users of double barrel shotguns are very 
scary as well. All too many casual idiots lean loaded 
doubles against cars and trees and get badly fright-
ened, or shot, when one gets knocked over. If you are 
not actually using your gun – unload it and bag it!

 There was a Transvaal hunter who was killed by 
his shotgun when he picked it up by the barrels to 
club his pointer into better manners. Sheer idiotic 
stupidity! And another firearms related death for the 
statisticians. If you want to club things get a knob-
kerrie. By the way, hunters who beat up dogs publi-
cally just advertise the fact that they haven’t trained 
the dog properly and usually acquire a reputation 
that sticks for life. So think twice before you do this.

In the past couple of seasons not one, but two 
hunters blew a hole in their respective feet by load-
ing their guns, resting the barrels on their instep 
and then pulling the trigger. I hope they give up 
wingshooting, they are definite candidates for the 
Darwin prize.

 Many years ago, when the Rand was still worth 
something; a group of about ten of us were crammed 
into the back of a bakkie on the way to a guinea-
fowl drive. Very few had their guns bagged. A friend 
offered everyone R10 per barrel if they would all 
insert a finger into each barrel and pull the triggers 
– he had no takers. Try this sometime for yourself – 
you might have to offer more than R10 though!

For more information please contact Joe Lubbe
at our Johannesburg office. Cell: 083-567-1234

Head Office - Johannesburg
Tel 011-397-6466
Fax 011-397-3701

Durban Branch
Tel 031-579-5300
Fax 031-579-4646

Cape Town Branch
Tel 021-385-1824
Fax 021-385-1356

www.gearupcouriers.co.za

The Official Courier for SA Wingshooters

 a Domestic and International Couriers

 a Tailor Made Courier and Freight   

  Services

 a “E Commerce” Courier Solutions

Totally Committed to 
Unsurpassed Service

Geared for Service

Peter Wales – an example of proper 
attire for an invitational shoot.



Unbagged guns and vehicles 
are an absolute no-no. Loaded and 
unbagged guns in moving vehicles are 
an accident waiting to happen.

As for the (why do they mostly 
seem to be of Mediterranean origin?) 
so-called hunters who charge up and 
down the sides of sunflower fields in 
bakkies, shooting on the move at rock 
pigeons or guinea-fowl, well words 
fail me! Any shooting from a vehicle 
either moving or stationary  is deeply 
distasteful and in my book, totally 
unethical.

We shot on a sunflower farm 
in  Suikerbosrand in ’95, and upon 
returning to a neighbouring farm the 
following season, the farmer warned 
me away from his woods and dams 
which were good shooting spots in 

the afternoons. Why? Because at the 
end of the previous season a bunch of 
Italians shot a steenbok, most of his 
guinea-fowl and many duck there. 
Yet they definitely knew that they 
were only allowed to shoot pigeons 
and doves. 

I guess that I was indeed fortunate 
to be allowed onto the farm. I later 
filled and removed six rubbish bags 
full of the litter from one small wood 
– nice people!

Reflecting upon the frequent 
transgressions of people in the bird 
hunting field has made me realise 
the root cause. They have little to 
no history of ethics in this field. The 
moment the hunting season opens in 

their home countries it is common 
cause that they go out and shoot 
at everything with feathers, whether 
in the air, on the ground or on the 
water. That is, of course, when they 
are not shooting at each other and 
the local cow. 

How we are going to get them to 
change boggles the mind. Yet I know 
several who arecomplete gentlemen 
in the field, so perhaps all is not lost.

Before I’m accused of racism and 
xenophobia, let me say that many 
South African hunters fall in the same 
category. There is a strong “killer” bri-
gade who only stop shooting when all 
their cartridges are finished, regard-
less of bag-limits.

Many take little or no care about 
what they shoot either. One Saturday’s 

pigeon shooting was entirely spoilt by 
having to catch a wounded Black-
shouldered Kite and getting it to a 
vet, unfortunately in vain. If you can-
not tell the difference between a rap-
tor and a rock pigeon then you really 
do not belong in the field. 

To then leave a wounded bird in 
the veld merely confirms that who-
ever ID’d this is not the sort of person 
with whom I ever want to be even 
vaguely associated. At a duck shoot I 
was asked by a father to send my dog 
for a bird that his son had shot into 
the water. Dougal brought back a 
Jacana! Had it been my son, I would 
have half-killed him, taken away the 
gun and sent him home on foot. 

Fond daddy said not a word. When I 
asked the lad why he had shot it, he 
replied that it got up and flew as he 
walked past – I was speechless!

Our rambos, killers and litterers of 
the bird hunting field should reflect 
upon the harm they are doing our 
sport. They will be the first to whine 
when there is no longer any free 
shooting to be had – or any shooting 
at all for that matter.

Safety and safeties are not to be 
taken lightly. Many years ago there 
was a member of the Durban Gun 
Club who was a fanatic about safety. 
If you so much as turned off your 
station with an open but loaded 
weapon, he came down on you like 
a ton of bricks, speaking strictly from 
personal experience. 

Yet he died a messy lingering death 
when his own shotgun, loaded and 
broken open, but with the manual 
safety off, slipped out of his hands on 
the slope of one of those really deep 
dongas they breed around Newcastle, 
closed itself on impact, AD-ed and 
got him in the kidneys. Very sad and 
sobering. Learn from it.

 When I was a lot younger and 
fitter I frequently shot, or at least 
tried to, guinea-fowl with a hill-billy 
friend around Ixopo. He had this 
ancient side-by-side that he carried  
closed  and loaded, but with the 
safety on. I always carried loaded but 
open. I can’t tell you how many times 
those muzzles swung in my direction. 
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Years before it had been very crudely 
restocked in good Natal banana-
wood and I eventually offered to 
re-stock it in walnut. The hair on the 
back of my neck went vertical for a 
month or so when I saw the whisker 
of metal to metal contact that the 
safety made! Anyhow, far too many 
safeties only block the triggers, not 
the sears, and are not really “safe”.

So it can be considered unethical 
to rely upon a safety catch, unless it 
is proven to be safe, and how is this 
to be proved? The hard way?

Another facet more observed in 
the breach are bag limits. And when 
you examine the various provinces’ 
laws, it is soon apparent that the law 
in this case is an ass. How can a bird 
be considered vermin or near-vermin 
with an open limit and a year-round 
season in one province, and in the 
next door province it has a small bag 
limit and couple of months season? 
BUT, the law is the law and ethically 
must be obeyed until we take steps to 
rectify the inconsistencies.

A really ethical hunter will always 
count wounded game as part of 
the bag. Game ranches charge for 
any wounded game as a matter of 
course. Why then should we ignore 
wounded birds? Yet I know that very 
few bird hunters count them into 
their bag. 

In my experience all too many 
wingshooters shrug off wound-
ed birds far too easily. Given the 
incredible ability of our gamebirds to 
conceal themselves, especially when 
wounded, it could be successfully 
argued that it is unethical to go hunt-
ing birds without a trained dog.

Yes, I know that even with the 
best of dogs some game is still going 
to be missed. But it will definitely 
be a fraction of what is lost without 
a dog.

To be ethical, if you knock a bird 
down out of the sky and cannot find 
it you must include it in your bag, 
Its chances of ever flying again are 
minimal at best.

In my opinion it is also defi-
nitely unethical to shoot ducks and 
geese over water without a retriever. 
Cognisance is made of this in some 
states of the USA, where a hunter 
with a dog is given a much higher 
limit. They pragmatically accept that 
a dog-less hunter is going to leave 

Always remember that 
the ethical wingshooter:

• Obeys all laws pertaining to gamebird hunting.

• Does not drink and shoot.

• Is at all times constantly aware of the need for safety.

• Never loads a weapon until it is about to be used.

• Never puts his finger onto the trigger until he is about to pull it.

• Never relies solely upon a safety catch for a gun’s safety.

• Unloads and bags all firearms when they are not in use.

• Never shoots from a vehicle, either stationary or in motion.

• Desists from taking long (and probably wounding) shots.

• Uses trained dogs in the field.

• Makes every possible effort to retrieve wounded game.

• Includes any wounded or unretrieved  birds in the bag.

• Goes out of his way to help young wingshooters.

• Is at all times courteous and considerate of  

companions and other hunters.

• Always ascertains from the landowner what can, and can’t, be 

shot.

• Always puts something back into the sport.

• Leaves only footprints.

Do not carry your shotgun in this 
manner, or any other firearm for 
that matter! It is dangerous and 

shows disregard for others. 
Always carry your gun broken. 

There is enough time to close the 
gun, mount and shoot should a 

bird flushing. If you can’t do that, 
then you shouldn’t be hunting.
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a higher percentage of game lying 
unpicked-up. If you are going to 
shoot birds, knowing that little or no 
attempt will be made to fetch them, 
then please pack up your shotgun 
and go away. My sport really cannot 
afford to have you around.

Is it really necessary to stress that 
alcohol and guns do not go together. 
I guess so, as all too often one sees 
people who should know better tuck-
ing into beers or hardtack out in the 
field. I’ve nothing against a little hoo-
ligan juice to take the chill off a cold 
dawn’s duck shooting; or one beer 
in the middle of the day, but that is 
absolutely it, and I don’t drink beer.

Where do you draw the line? 
More than a couple of tots or beers 
and you are asking for trouble, which 
has a habit of arriving when it’s least 
expected. It is just not ethical to drink 
and shoot.

Mankind has this curious hanker-
ing to revert to the “good old days”. 
However if they were so damn good, 
how come we have progressed so 
rapidly? Why do we use smokeless 
powders, self-contained cartridges 
and breachloading weapons? Simply 
because they are better and safer!

One can make quite a strong case 
for the ethics of the use of muzzle-
loaders (the length of time between 
reloads for shotguns equaling more 

care in shooting and smaller bags), 
but then go the whole hog. It’s not 
right to be selective. After a few 
months of traveling only by shank’s 
pony, horse, cart; no refrigerators 
or airconditioning and only  bucket 
showers, hip baths and long-drop 
loos; not to mention the rude medi-
cal facilities of the era, I’ll bet that 
the average voorlaaier user would be 
screaming to be let back into the 21st 
century.

So if you want to play with explo-
sives (and blackpowder is a pretty 
volatile explosive), go ahead and play. 
But don’t expect the bulk of us to 
either agree with, or condone, your 
actions. Revel in your own little play 
group, but never involve the rest of 

us. A well known taxidermist got 
the blackpowder bug, but at least 
used  cartridges in an old hammergun 
breachloader. 

However he soon wore his wel-
come out because he never saw if he 
had hit anything with it, and if he 
did, was not able to mark where the 
bird had fallen. The plaintive cries of 
“Did I  hit it?”, “Did you mark the 
fall?” and “Please send your dog!” 
very quickly started to annoy.

If you really want to get into an 
ancient and honourable sport, then 
take up falconry. Here is a highly 
ethical full time occupation. Your 
life will revolve around the birds. As 
the success rate is around one stoop 
in five, you will never be accused of 
slaughtering game. Why isn’t falconry 
more popular? – simple – it is just too 
much work for most of us!

From time to time we should all 
indulge in some quiet reflection. Take 
stock of what we are doing and if nec-
essary, modify our behaviour. If our 
sport is going to survive the onslaught 
of the antis, a tight ship is going to be 
very necessary in the years ahead. 

The almost daily occurrences of 
lost firearms, gun accidents and fam-
ily murder/suicides are continuously 
eroding what little confidence the 
non-gun owners have in us, so shape 
up or ship out! 

It is important that we all have the 
facts pertaining to how the conser-
vation-minded hunter benefits game 
stocks, and what would happen if 
they were no longer hunted, and 
therefore of little or no value. We 
must be able to defend the sport with 
calm reasoned argument, never bel-
ligerently, as this never wins any allies.

Learn from your mistakes, and 
if you as an experienced and ethical 
bird hunter, invite a newcomer to the 
sport, please take the time to explain 
what is expected of him. If you are 
invited on a shoot and are not told 
what’s what, confess your ignorance 
and ask your host…. That way you 
might be asked again.

I suppose that this chapter could 
cause offence to many, but hope-
fully in the main only to those 
whose behaviour in the field urgently 
requires modification. So before get-
ting hot under the collar, think again 
and ask yourself – are you totally ethi-
cal in your bird hunting?

Photo by Ian Dodds

Don’t leave ANYTHING in the veld!
Pick up all rubbish, dead birds and 

even feathers.



WINGSHOOTER — 19 — VOL. 20 No. 1WINGSHOOTER — 18 — VOL. 20 No. 4

PhotoReview 
of 2014

Timbavati Bush Courses
Survival, tracking, bushcraft... all for members only –

These courses in the Timbavati were offered at a special, dicounted rate, 
exclusively for SA Wingshooters’ members. The course is offered by 

experienced, highly qualified trackers and survivalists, such as Andreas 
Liebenberg, Elias and Doctor. Top left: Members had to build various traps 
and snares on the survival course. Top right: Members making clay utensils 

for cooking from pan clay and sand during the bushcraft module. Right: 
Tracking game, such as lions for 7 hours through the bush and finding 

them, is a fantastic experience. Below, from left: Cornell van der Westhuizen, 
Maruis Gericke, Elias, Doctor, Andreas Liebenberg (Chief Instructor), Raoul 

van der Westhuizen Jnr, Dr Marius de Wet, André van der Westhuizen 
(organiser), and Guy Havercroft (front).
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Marius Gericke (left) and Gert Jacobs 
at the pivot wheel late morning, on the 

first Hopetown Shoot weekend.

Marius Gericke (left), 
Richard & Alex Curtis on the 
second morning’s shoot.

Laydown blinds & decoys are set up early mornings

Above, from left: Richard Curtis, Marius Gericke & Alex Curtis 

with the first morning’s bag.

photographs by André van der Westhuizen

Decoys set up, everything camouflaged, 
awaiting the incoming geese when it’s 
-4˚C at four in the morning is not for 
everyone, but for those who dare, it’s a 
breathtaking experience. You see, the 

geese sleep in the Orange river, only 400 
metres away from the fields where the 

hunters await, so you can hear them call-
ing before first light. You know they are 
there… thousands of them! All along the 
river’s sand banks. The intensity is nerve-
wracking as the day slowly breaks… and 

then they come!
Goose hunting at its best.

Be there next year, if you dare!

See the shot and wad, 
on its way to the target

Hopetown Shoot

Gert Jacobs. & Marius Gericke
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Members in the field…

Above: Peter Becker at the Fausti / 
SA Wingshooters Christmas shoot.

Above: Fazel Areff at the Onverwacht shoot. Top right: Philipp 
Schulz with a nice bag. Right: Bert Swart on a Hunters education 
course in Newfoundland. Bottom right: David Lancaster on a 
hunt near Brandfort. Below: Ashleigh Mc Currie shooting at the 
PSP handgun training course.

Above: Jamie Hagemann 
getting a hug and a Fausti 
cap from Barbara Fausti

Above centre: A youngster 
with a yellow-bill at the Jan 
de Man shoot near Villiers.

Right: Johann Pieterse & 
John Smillie’s spaniels at a 

duck shoot in Lothair.

Below: Tactical planning at 
the Jimmy Wales 
invitational shoot.
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Shooting from blinds, using decoys and duck calls, 
make for fantastic flight-line duck shooting.

photographs by André van der Westhuizen

Ray Taylor, Fazel Areff and Marius Gericke on 
a morning upland walk.

Marius Gericke with a full 
bag stuffed in his shooting 
jacket.

Doorndraai Shoot
Not far away in the northern Free State, is 

an official duck shoot that is phenomenal and 
diverse. Yellow-billed duck and Red-billed teal 

– like the battle of Britain.

Easy afternoon shooting from blinds, over duck 
decoys and a fair amount of calling to get their 

attention, is the recipe.
It works like a charm!



You can tell a training ses-
sion from a hunting trip, 
and so can your retriever, 
Magic Marker (MM). In 
fact, he notices more dif-

ferences than you do. 
A few examples: The birds he 

retrieves during training have human 
scent, while those he retrieves during 
hunts don’t; in training he spends all 
“dead time” in his crate, but while 
hunting he sits patiently beside you. 
Both the air and the water are colder 
while hunting.

But MM especially notices the 
differences in YOU! On a hunt, 
you’re more excited, more intense. 
You fidget with your call, your whis-
tles; you shuffle your feet and shift 
position nervously. At shooting time, 
you jump up.

After you hit a bird, you might 
take a few excited steps toward it. 
But most of all, you’re distracted. You 
tend to focus on birds and calling 
rather than on his behaviour. Small 
wonder, he begins to question wheth-
er your strict training session rules 
apply equally for hunting, and experi-

WINGSHOOTER — 29 — VOL. 20 No. 4WINGSHOOTER — 28 — VOL. 20 No. 4

This page
sponsored 

by

KNine This page
sponsored 

by

Game-day
Gaffes

photographs by Ian Dodds

Your dog can sense more 
than fear…



WINGSHOOTER — 30 — VOL. 20 No. 4 WINGSHOOTER — 31 — VOL. 20 No. 4

KNine

ments with minor misdeeds to find 
out. If he gets away with small infrac-
tions, he experiments with slightly 
larger ones until he commits so great 
a felony that you do correct him.

In his mind, you have thereby 
established a tentative limit for what 
he can do while hunting. If you 
remain mostly distracted, he will 
experiment with other training no-
no’s until you correct him again.

Clearly, if you want him to behave 
as you have trained him to, you 
should correct him for every fault in 
the blind as you would on the train-

ing table, especially during his first 
few hunting seasons. Focus on him 
the first two or three trips during 
those initial years. In a sense, you 
have to ignore the birds. 

How? By having a hunting part-
ner in the blind with you to do the 
calling and shooting while you con-
centrate on MM.

The better the caller and shotgun 
swinger you invite to hunt with you, 
the more quickly MM will get the 
message that your eyes are always on 
him. Thereafter, you can gradually 
ease back into calling and shooting, 
too. But, please notice the accent on 
gradually.

Did you see it?
MM won’t see every bird fall. 

He might be off chasing a cripple 
in the tulies when you shoot a new 
visitor to your blocks. Or, if you 
shoot a bird from a flock, he might 
be watching a different bird in that 
cluster your buddy hit or missed. Or, 
something around the blind could 
distract him just as you shoot a bird. 
Whatever the reason, you must now 
handle MM to a blind retrieve. But, 
please, for his sake and your own, do 
it exactly as you do in training. Some 
hunters, especially beginners overly-

anxious to recover the bird, jump 
up, send their dogs prematurely, and 
then handle like deranged maniacs. 
And their dogs respond in various 
unpredictable and ineffective ways. 
Instead, you should heel MM to an 
optimal position, have him sit, give 
him the line, and let him settle in 
on it.

Then you should send him as 
calmly as you do in training. When 
he needs redirection at a distance, 
toot your whistle as you do in train-
ing, not as if you were trying to 
blow both sides out of it. (That 
does happen, which explains why 
most retriever folks have two whistles 

around their necks). Give your casts 
slowly and precisely. If your back-
drop is such that MM will have dif-
ficulty seeing your casts, you should 
carry a pair of white or black gloves 
to be worn only when handling him 
to a blind retrieve.

Fall area
All retrievers, even those with 

MM’s incredible marking talents, 
will occasionally mismark a bird or 
forget it after marking it. Thus, a 
major fringe benefit of training MM 
to do blind retrieves lies in the ability 
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it gives you to help your pooch find 
such birds. In dog-game circles, they 
call this “handling on marks.”

In dog games, judges penalise 
this rather severely, because the dogs 
are supposed to mark so well that 
it’s unnecessary. Therefore, many 
beginning dog-game handlers tend 
to wait too long before tooting their 
whistles and waving their arms about 
on marks. Judges penalise this even 
more.

“Your dog has already shown me 
he can’t mark,” the judge thinks to 
himself, “and now, by not handling 
when you should, you’re telling me 
you’re not too sure he will accept 
your handling either.” This is usu-
ally followed by the sound of paper 
being ripped as the judge eliminates 
the dog and tears up the associated 
judging sheet. 

In hunting, those same handlers 
are apt to handle too soon, before 
their dogs have had a chance to 
find the birds on their own, some-
times before they even reach the 
“area of the fall.” This discourages a 
dog, makes him stop trying to mark 
birds. “Why bother when the boss is 
going to take over anyhow?” So when 
should you handle MM on a mark 
and when should you let him hunt 
on his own? 

General rule: As long as your dog 
is hunting intently within the area 
of the fall, you should let him hunt; 
if he loses his intensity, or spends 
very much time out of that area, you 
should handle him.

But what is this “area of the fall?” 
Unfortunately, I can offer no cut-
and-dried answer, for it depends on 
your dog’s particular marking ability 
as well as the cover, terrain and wind 
conditions at the time of the fall. 
However, I can give you an initial 
approximation, from which you can 
work out your own answer for any 
given fall. Start out by estimating 
the distance between you and the 
bird; let’s say 60 yards. Now take 10 
percent of that distance and use it as 
the radius of a circle around the bird. 
In this case, that is six yards. So your 
preliminary estimate of the area of the 
fall would be a circle around the bird 
with a six-yard radius or a 12-yard 

diameter. If the wind is blowing, 
say, left to right, the area of the fall 
would drift to the right and become 
tear-shaped, because you want your 
dog hunting downwind of the bird. 
Unusual cover or terrain conditions 
can affect the size and location of the 
fall area. For example: If the bird has 
only a small patch of cover around it 
in the middle of nearly bare ground, 
that patch of cover becomes the area 
of the fall regardless of the distance 
from you.

Finally, each dog has its own 
marking ability, which also shrinks 

or enlarges the area of the fall. Here 
are some breed-by-breed generalisa-
tions: Chessies and curly-coats usu-
ally mark magnificently, needing 
smaller areas; goldens and Irish water 
spaniels usually mark less accurately, 
so they need larger areas; Labs and 
flat-coats usually fall in between these 
extremes so usually need little or no 
adjustment. But only you can accu-
rately determine when your particu-
lar dog is within his particular area of 
the fall and when he’s lost and needs 
your help.

Only you can tell when he’s 
hunting intently and when he’s just 

going through the motions to keep 
you off his back. And remember, if 
you hunt where MM will have to 
swim through snag-infested water, 
he shouldn’t wear any kind of col-
lar. He could get hung up, so that 
you would have to swim through icy 
water to free him. He could dive after 
a cripple, get snagged far under the 
surface, and drown.

Fun dummies
You should always take along at 

least one dummy, so you can liven up 
those long birdless spells by tossing 

an occasional fun dummy for MM. 
Would such fun dummies frighten 
away ducks that might approach 
while MM is retrieving? Not if you 
stay out of sight. MM in motion 
would be more apt to attract ducks 
than frighten them. In fact, one 
breed, the Nova Scotia duck-tolling 
retriever, has been bred to attract 
ducks with shoreline antics while 
retrieving dummies.

 – Acknowledgement: WFM – Thanks to 
Jessica Kloeck and the WRC for their assistance. 
To join the Working Retriever Club, call  Jessica 

on 082 896 8751.
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“something around 

the blind could 
distract him 

just as you shoot a 

bird”
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Action handgunners are 
a different breed to 
general rifle shooters. 
Handgunners shoot a lot 
of rounds. The average 

sport pistol shooter will shoot a mini-
mum of 4,000 rounds per year. More 
serious shooters go up to 30,000 
rounds per year and some profession-
als shoot in excess of 100,000 rounds 
per year!  

My guess is that the general rifle 
shot-cum-hunter, shoots maximum 
500 rounds per annum. It is thus 
clear that the sport and/or dedicated 
handgun enthusiast’s ammunition 
would be bought on the basis of 

quantity, and not quality! 
Hell, how accurate (read quality) 

must ammunition be to hit an 8 or 
10 inch circle at seven or ten metres? 
Not a lot! It is then obvious that cost 
per round is critical, because as soon 
as you add the zeros and zeros to the 
round count every cent means a lot 
of extra tom. Normal duty handguns 
have an accuracy diversion of about 
10 MOA. 

This equates to a 2,5 inch or 
a 65mm grouping at 25 metres. 
Compare this to the modern hunt-
ing rifles that provide accuracy of 
1 or 2 MOA (25/50mm groupings 
at 100 metres) as the norm. If this 

lack of accuracy is not enough, most 
handgun shooting is done standing 
or freestyle without a bench or shoot-
ing stick for support. The bench rest 
accuracy of 65mm groupings at 25 
metres becomes a challenge at 10m 
for the average shooter. 

This translates to the accuracy of 
handgun and ammo being tested at 7 
or 10m. The majority of shooters will 
smile if they can put 10 rounds in a 
65mm grouping at 10m. Trust me, 
it’s easier said than done. Obviously, 
action hand gunners buy the cheapest 
ammo the can lay their hands on and 
just check accuracy at max. 10m. Is 
it a problem? Not really, if you make 

by Cornell van der Westhuizen

Accurate ammunition is key to
accurate handgun shooting…

Dummies
Crash test

sure not to engage a target at maxi-
mum distance of 7m and your bull 
is 200mm (8 inches) wide! But what 
about a ‘head-zone’ hit at 10m or a 
hit on an 8 inch steel plate at 25m? 
Now a slightly stray round scores a 
miss, and costs vital points and time! 
Yes, you know the story!

Let me illustrate. At the begin-
ning of this year I did some off-hand 
(no bench rest) accuracy shooting, 
just to get the holiday rust off and 
focus on the fundamentals. I took 
my usual cost effective, purchased 
re-manufactured ammo and started 
off at 7m, then 10m and then 20m. 
All went fine up to 10m but at 20m 
the wheels fell off. Really upset I tried 
again. Shock! Horror! I tried again 
and again, to no avail. 

What the hell is the problem? 
Depressed I went home. Next 
Saturday I brought some qual-
ity reloads and some prime over the 
counter ammo along, just to check. 
Wow! What an eye opener.  At 7m 

all ammo shot similar groups, but 
look at the photographs above to see 
the different ammunition groupings 
at 20m. 

The cheap remanufactured ammo 
was all over the place. As per last 
week, I struggled to put 10 shots on 
the target, never mind the A-zone 
(circle in the centre of the target), 
while the quality ammo gave hand- 
or even fist size groupings. Not just 
once, but with every 10 shot string. I 
regained some self-belief and realised 
an important thing – test your ammo 
at further than normal ranges. It is 
one of two things that can be bought, 
to make you a better shot! Bottom 
line – inaccurate ammunition will 
cause missed shots at further dis-
tances!

So come January, start with some 
accuracy-based shooting and get the 
most accurate ammo you can buy. 
If it costs a lot, just shoot less, more 
wisely, and do more dry firing!  Merry 
Christmas.

This photographs and the one 
on the right was shot at 

7 metres – not much 
difference

A huge difference at 20 metres… 
and it’s all because of the ammo 

used!

Postal Shooting
 Programme

Results 
2014

HANDGUN
Gold –
CS Morton: score 100 (6 x-rings)
Silver –
AK Hattingh: Score 97 (3 x-ring)
Bronze –
WG Thirion: Score 89 (1 x-rings

RIFLE
Gold –
DCS Glyn: Score 100 (5 x-rings)
Silver –
WG Thirion: Score 100 (3 x-rings)
Bronze –
RJ Daly: Score 98 (1 x-rings)

RIMFIRE HANDGUN
Gold –
CS Morton: score 100 (7 x-rings)
Silver –
AK Hattingh: Score 97 (5 x-ring)
Bronze –
CR Qually: Score 96 (1 x-rings)

RIMFIRE RIFLE
Gold –
D Fratti: Score 100 (9 x-rings)
Silver –
CS Morton: Score 100 (7 x-ring)
Bronze –
CR Qually: Score 99 (3 x-ring)

AIR RIFLE – 10m OLYMPIC  STD
Gold –
Lilo van der Westhuizen: 
Score 100 (5 x-rings)

Shooting tip:
Squeeze the trigger straight 
back, and release only until 

the trigger reset engages.
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Photos: André van der Westhuizen

PhotoReview 

Enkelbosch
     Shoot

of 2014

Bernard Cilliers demonstrating  
the Guinea-dance

Johan Geldenhuys & Marius 
Gericke scramble to 8 flushing 
Swainsons

Below: Danie Coetzee, Nick Aliferis, Edwin Fichard, Bernard Cilliers, Jacques du Plessis, 
Peter Viljoen with a nice bag after a walk-up.

One of the best upland bird shooting 
venues in South Africa!  

No need for unethical surround shooting 
to fill the bag here – with walk-up 

shooting, guns are done shooting by 
lunch time! Enough said.
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Photos: André van der Westhuizen

PhotoReview 
of 2014

Left: Fazel Areff and son. Below, from left: Peter Milits, Michael 
Anderson, Greg Anderson, Mike Daley, Gert Jacobs & Theuns Oelofse.

Rustenburg
       Shoot

This shoot is one of those “must do” items.
Many hectares of beautiful bushveld, 
meandering streams and abundant 

gamebirds.
Great hospitality, along with fine shooting, 

ensure a memorable hunt.
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I only work with cleaned pigeon 
breasts, rinsed in salt water. First 
cook the bird breasts (still on 
the bone) with lots of mixed 
herbs, chopped onions, garlic, 

cloves, juniper berries, salt and freshly 
ground black pepper, till tender. Sorry, 
I can’t give you exact measurements 
like ml and  teaspoons because I cook 
by tasting all the time and adjusting 
my spices accordingly.

When the breasts are done, 
remove them and boil the stock for 
another 30 minutes to get a stronger 
taste, then strain the stock through 
a fine mesh sieve for later use. You 
can also add one chicken stock cube. 
Meanwhile, cut the breasts into very 
thin slices... and I mean thin so 
that you can recover any shot pellets 
before your guests bite on them. 
About 13 to 15 deboned breasts will 
give you 500g meat and now you 
need 250g butter (moenie skrik nie, 
dit is lekker!). 

Chop a big onion very finely and 
fry it gently in lots of butter (125g) 

until it is soft but not brown. Add the 
finely cut pigeon breast meat. Add 
about half-a-cup of the spicy stock, 
stir and heat through. Taste, maybe 
add some more ground black pepper, 
garlic, salt. 

Pour everything into your 
MagiMix or liquidiser, turn on the 
speed and you will now see that you 
need more of the butter and maybe 
even more stock until the mixture 
is nice and smooth. Taste again and 
adjust to your liking. Now it is time 
to add the nice stuff:

I made four different batches, 
because I had lots of breasts from the 
Parys shoot. To the above basic recipe 

I added 2 tablespoons of brandy. 
Tastes differ, so to the next lot I added 
Port wine. To another lot I added 
some tarragon and muscadel (sweet 
fruity fortified wine from the Cape). 
My husband’s favourite is the one 
where I  added  a heaped tablespoon 
of homemade apricot jam.

Experiment and find your own 
favourite. The paté freezes very well 
and is a good standby when visitors 
arrive at odd  hours. When  serving, 
quickly decorate with some cherry 
tomatoes, gherkins or chives to give 
it a bit of colour. Serve with Provita 
or whatever, and some good red wine 
and enjoy!

Bird Breast 
Paté

BIRD

recipies

recipe by Dagmar van der Westhuizen
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When did he start shotgun 
shooting?

Connor started shooting with 
a Daisy Red Ryder BB gun 
when he was four years old. 
I immediately noticed that 

he had some talent when after a few 
sessions he could hit 10 cans in a row 
from  about 10 steps.

I bought him his first pellet gun 
when he was 6 years old – A CZ 200 
with a Lynx scope, which he was soon 
comfortable with from 15 meters and 
hitting anything from tins to targets 
and occasionally a little more (as boys 
do!). He went from there onto a .22 
(and rabbit hunting) and all the way 
through to larger calibre rifles as a 
keen hunter with his first buck, a 
wildebeest.

When I booked my first train-
ing course with JC Cilliers for some 
clay shooting, I took Connor along. 
JC was brilliant, letting then 9 year 
old Connor shoot with his 410 and 
a semi auto Remington with a nice 
open choke. Connor loved it and 

out shot his moth-
er (also on the 
course) even when 
using the lighter 
410. I tracked down a similar 410 for 
him and bought his first shotgun, a 
410 Zabala, later that year.

He took to Clay and Wingshooting 
(all with his Zabala) like a house on 
fire and I was advised to get him a 
20g when it became clear that he was 
hooked on the sport. I bought him a 
beautiful 20g Fausti Conrad earlier 
this year.
How old is he?

He is ten years old now.

What brand of shotgun and gauge 
does he shoot with?

He shoots with a 20 gauge Fausti 
and a .410 Zabala.

Does he wingshoot, and what is his 
favourite… Upland bird hunting, 
pigeon shoots, waterfowl?

He loves wingshooting and has 
done some Guineafowl and Francolin 

hunting, but he loves pigeon shoots 
because with him the more chance he 
has to shoot the better and we go as 
often as we can to the various pigeon 
hunts on offer by SA Wingshootes.
On the to-do list for 2015 is a water-
fowl hunt or two.

Does he have a new gundog?
We have not got a gundog at this 

stage but will look into it again when 
time allows.

Competitions he’s won?
After his recent Gold in the under 

13 category (and a 3rd in Bronze in 
the Under 18 category) at the recent 
Fausti/SA Wingshooters Christmas 
shoot, the  most noteworthy compe-
tition he was placed in was coming 
in 3rd, as a 9 year old, in the under 
18 category of the multi-discipline 
Master Shot Competition.

Focus on

Connor Smulders

JUNIOR
ProfileS

Gold winner at age ten…

Connor with his 20 
Gauge Fausti

Dear Editor,
Just a few words about the National 

Council Meeting and AGM on 7 
November 2014 and the Christmas Shoot 
at Hippo Creek on 15 November 2015.

National Council Meeting and AGM
I found both these meetings refreshing 

and to the point. It was also worthwhile 
to see that as we completed the agenda, 
the minutes were there for observation, by 
means of you using Powerpoint technol-
ogy. I was favourably impressed by the par-
ticipation of the members of the National 
Council, in arguments and their interpreta-
tion of topics and aspects on the agenda.

Aspects like possible changes in the 
Firearms Control Act and venue expansion 
in KZN and the utilisation of other venues 
is critical for our members and we need to 
be well informed about these matters. As 
we get the correct information and facts we 
need to inform our members accordingly.

Re the possible banning of lead shot in 
South Africa, I do not think that we must 
be to alarmed about this possibility. My 
reasons are that it will be almost impossible 
to police and no research results regarding 
possible damage done to the environment 
or birds by lead shot in South Africa, are 
available. Remember, there are about 6.5 
million cars in South Africa and every-
one of those wheels are balanced by lead 
weights or some alloy that contains lead. 

There are up to 2,7 million people in 
South Africa that make use of lead weights 
when fishing and we all know that an awful 
lot of these sinkers get lost in the water. So 
except that the anti-hunt people are behind 
all this, they want us to stop hunting. We 
know who they are and we know that they 
do their very best to influence the authori-
ties to do as they say.

Re our Codes of Conduct and hunting 
ethics, we must see to it that whenever and 
wherever we hunt we set the example as SA 
Wingshooters. That we understand that it 
is a privilege to hunt and that we have to 
see to it that other hunters obey the rules, 
this is our duty, nothing more and noth-
ing less.

Thank you for a very positive, fruitful 
and effective National Council meeting 
and AGM. You and your wife Anel make 
a good husband and wife team and we can 
only congratulate her on her excellent staff 
work throughout the year!
The Christmas Shoot

Driving on the N1 South towards 

Vereeniging and observing this massive 
storm on the horison, I had my misgivings. 
Would we ever get to shoot today, I asked 
myself. I phoned our Chairman, Andre van 
der Westhuizen, he confirmed that it was 
already raining at Hippo Creek. Arriving 
at our venue it was pouring! I spoke with 
Andre and we decided to inform our mem-
bers every 30 minutes about the situation 
and make a cutoff time at 10:00. If it still 
rains we will call it a day, open the bar and 
enjoy the lunch and organise the shoot 
foe somewhere in January or February. 
Remember that a total of 117 shotgun-
ners turned up, but nowhere were any 
moans and groans heard! At 09:30 the rain 
stopped and the skies cleared, at exactly 
09:50 the first shots were fired.

We had a very fine day shooting clays. 
The sportsmanship was very obvious and 
some of the shooting stations were chal-
lenging and trying. With the encourage-
ment of teammates a few of us shot well. 
All in all, it was pure enjoyment and also a 
privilege to shoot a 28 bore Fausti shotgun! 
The lunch was extremely good and the 
prizes well organized. Thank you Andre 
and Anel for all the work and organisation 
that went into this shoot. We will remem-
ber this day!

Yours faithfully,
John Lizamore.

Tvl HPR Field Trial Club, End of the 
Year Function, Prize giving and Funday, 
Saturday 22 November 2014

Of all the Fun Days that I attended, 
this one took the prize! My son Riaan, 
my friend Freddie Cronje and three dogs 
Katryn, Tessa and the black Labrador Tina 
arrived at the opstal at Doornpoort just 
after ten that Saturday morning. Koos 
Meyer, Paul Chappel and Danie du Toit 
were already busy with the food. The qual-
ity of the meat was obvious and I knew that 
this would be a memorable day!

We had a lovely lunch of lamb chops, 
chicken, salads and marvelous bread rolls 
and mouth watering sweet cakes and koek-
sisters. 51 Adults and a swarm of children, 

and at least 36 dogs helped themselves to 
this feast and we all enjoyed the privilege.

Our guests of honour were Ray Taylor 
and his wife and with the prize giving Dr 
Slang Viljoen thanked them for all the 
effort and services they rendered to the 
Tvl HPR FT club throughout the year. 
With the prize giving we heard the names 
of Toney Reid, Deon Horn, Gerhard 
Ebersohn, John Weavind, Kosta Gerasis, 
Voodoo, Jagblits Duiker, Monty, Noda etc, 
all of them were enthusiastically applauded 
and certificates and trophies handed to 
them.

After all this the fun started! We moved 
to the dam and the dogs divided into three 
heats. A dummy was shot into the water 
and the dogs released on command. The 
result, absolute pandemonium! In most 
cases it was a free for all. Dogs and specta-
tors enjoyed the spectacle tremendously, the 
handlers less so. The event ended after the 
dummy got lost and neither dog nor teen-
ager could find it to swim out. We moved 
back to the opstal and the other events took 
place such a target sit, run towards the han-
dler after being called, the quickest retrieve 
and the quickest hunt and point. The dogs 
and their handlers were wildly cheered 
on and received great applause after every 
event. There were some surprises to both 
spectators and handlers. My dog Katryn 
ran towards the field after the shot looking 
for the fallen bird instead of coming to me, 
her handler – this caused a lot of laughter 
and much embarrassment to her handler. 
Katryn and my Tessa, redeemed themselves 
by coming second and third in the final of 
the hunt and point event, to the surprise of 
some of my hunting buddies!

It was a lovely day and a day that 
left one with encouragement with all the 
new families and members that turned up 
and to observe how they enjoyed it! Our 
thanks to Slang Viljoen, our chairman, 
Koos Meyer, Paul Chappel, Danie du Toit, 
Helen and Peter Karsas, Kosta Gerasis, 
Katherine, Gerhard Ebersohn and all those 
that made this day such a success!

John Lizamore, Secretary Tvl HPR FT 
Club.

Letters
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Appointed Agents for –

Gamba

Abbiatico &
Salvinelli

LORIS INTERNATIONAL
Tel: 012 664 1055/6 
Fax: 0865472578
Mobile: 0825727067 
email: shot25@global.co.za

The home of good shooting
Now in stock: 

Beretta 682 E Gold; 686 White Onyx; 687 Silver Pigeon Browning 
Ultra XS; B525, Krieghoff K-80 & many other models. Call today…
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RANDOLPH
s h o o t i n g
g l a s s e s

Clays, Shooting jackets, Browning half-vests, 
Randolph Shooting glasses, caps, range bags 

and all the gear you need!

For the very best in Competition clay shooting 
& field shotguns and accessories…

JUST ARRIVED! – 
Browning Hunting Clothing, 

& cleaning mats!
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Cleaning Mat
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DVD Available from 
SA Wingshooters @ 
R235 including P&P

Edgecombe House offers six Conference/Training 
rooms varying in size with an upmarket Guest House 
conveniently situated just across the lawn from the 
Conference Centre. The luxury Guest House boasts 
four bedrooms, each with en-suite facilities, a large 
comfortable lounge under-floor heated in winter and 
an airy veranda on which to enjoy afternoon tea or a 
sun downer in the summer months. There is a pool 
for Guests exclusive use as well as an outside bar 
and entertainment area for Patrons. Safe parking un-
der guard in the evening is provided. Transport to 
and from OR Tambo, Lanseria and the Gautrain is 
offered.

EDGECOMBE HOUSE
COUNTRY VENUE

M I D R A N D

Typical gamebirds, i.e. guineafowl, francolin, red-
wing, quail, and various waterbirds on 12 km of river 
front. Gundog, plucking, and vehicle at your dispos-

al. Your own disciplined dogs are very welcome, with 
portable kennels. (sheep farming!)

Experienced guides for maximum exposure to birds 
from Fri 13:00 to Sunday 13:00. Self-catering chalets. 

Permits arranged on request.
Maximum 6 guns in group  @ R12000 per weekend, 

including accommodation. 50% non-refundable
deposit required to confirm booking.

10% discount for card carrying SA Wingshooters 
members. Bookings from 29 June - 31 August.

Non-hunters/Birdwatchers welcome @ R400 pp /per 
weekend.

Contact: Richard: 082 785 0612  
rimardtrust@mweb.co.za
 Margaret: 082 893 9409

MPUMALANGA – WINGSHOOTING 

10%
Discount for

members

FOR SALE:
SENESI DRY PLUCKING MACHINE

MODEL – ‘JUNIOR’

Brand new machine, taBle mounted, suitaBle 
for small game Birds,

can also Be used for chickens and guinea 
fowls. uses 7 discs, maximum required 

power 0.55kw; 
single phase voltage: 230 volts; weight 

35kg’s

this machine would Be suitaBle for an 
individual or group usage.

R18,000.00
please contact roByn on: 011 440 0345
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This pocketbook is the first of its kind in South Africa. 
It is an essential ‘must have’ for every wingshooter, 
particularly Dedicated Hunters, and contains:
•	 The	 Wingshooters	 Codes	 of	 Conduct,	 including	

the codes for bird dogs, shoot organisers and 
wildfowlers,

•	 A	 guide	 to	 the	 identification	 of	 gamebirds	 in	 the	
field,

•	 The	combined	shooting	and	hunting	 log	for	use	by	
dedicated hunters to comply with the regulations 
of the Firearms Control Act, incorporating the 
landowners’ hunting permission form… And much 
more…

‘Every Wingshooter should have one’
‘In today’s world, where it is so important that all hunters 
act in a responsible and ethical manner, this pocketbook is 
an essential part of the field hunting gear of every gamebird 
shooter. We are pleased to support this pocketbook and 
I strongly recommend it to all who wish to hunt more 
responsibly. Every Wingshooter should carry it on him in the 
field’ — Dr Alan Kloeck
 MD: MSD
‘Respect for all Creatures, Great and Small’
‘There are very few, if any, hunters who can say they have never 
shot the wrong quarry by mistake or have committed some 
thoughtless act, which they, in hindsight, would like to undo. 
This pocketbook will help all of us to prevent such mistakes 
and to embody the Wingshooters motto of Respect For Life. ’

— Dr Raoul van der Westhuizen
Chairman: SA Wingshooters

HINTS AND TIPS FROM 20 EXPERTS ON
THE BASICS OF WINGSHOOTING

This is not just another book on Wingshooting in Southern 
Africa. It is the definitive practical handbook by 20 top 
experts, packed with facts. Whether you are a beginner or 
an advanced shooter, in these pages you are sure to find 
lots of new tips and tricks from the old hands. The subjects 
are covered in short and concise fashion and include:

• Shotguns • Gun fit • Gun care • Gauges & shot sizes 
•-Shotshells and ballistics • Shotgun marksmanship • 
Safety • Game bird identification • How to shoot francolin, 
guinea fowl, geese, ducks, sand grouse, rock pigeons, 
etc. •-Gun dog breeds • Training your gun dog • Gun dog 
nutrition and health •-Shooting ethics and etiquette • The 
Gun Control Act • How to get a hunting licence • Game 
birds for the dinner table • Field trial clubs & associations

For the first time, this book brings together the collective 
know-how and experience in game bird shooting of many 
of the leading wingshooters in Southern Africa — be they 
scientists, field triallists, gun dog experts, veterinarians or 
lay people — who all share the passion for wingshooting 
and the joy of the great African Outdoors. The section on 
shotgun marksmanship alone makes the handbook worth 
having. In this section the greatest South African sporting 
clay shooter ever and 20 times Springbok tells how to 
shoot any target under any condition. The handbook is 
edited by the co-founder and first chairman of the SA 
Wingshooters Association, Raoul van der Westhuizen.

R45
Incl. P&P

R220
Incl. P&P

To order your books today, call the SA Wingshooters Assocaition office: 011-781 4762 or 011-781 3613.

R180
for 

members

SA Wingshooters – Official Merchandise

R140
Incl. P&P

R35
Incl. P&P

R70
Incl. P&P

100% Cotton 6 panel Ball Cap 
– In Olive Drab or Camel colour, 
Subdued logo and name on side

Stickers

Woven Cloth Badges – 
Imported from USA
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Shoot VENUES

2 – Steynsrust – FS
On the banks of the Vals River. 
Fish, shoot duck, canoe, braai, 
walkup wingshooting. The rustic 
river lodge can accommodate 
up to 20 people. Call Judy Botha 
056 471 0821.

9 – Little Long Creek – FS
Greywing, swainsons, water-
fowl & guineas. Walkup 
and dogs essential. Quality 
selfcatering lodge. Call Arthur 
082 564 8912 or Anél: 072 
384 8822.

10 – Boshoek, Memel – FS
Classic highveld mixed bag, 
including greywing and 
redwing. Dogs needed. Lodge 
with 7 beds in 5 bedrooms. 
Contact Liana or Paul van 
Niekerk. 058 92 40 755.

21 – Riemland Farms – FS
Game shooting on many farms 
totalling 16 000 ha. Variety of 
fields, lands, habitats, species. 
Contact Barry Roberts, Reitz.
082 339 4451.

65 – Vaal River, Villiers
Great duck and geese shooting 
available along upper reaches 
of Vaal river. Basic and rustic 
accommodation, with steak-
braai in the lapa and guided 
hunting. Call Barrie Cronjé –
082 490 2145.

17 – Esperanza, FS
Mixed bag shoot, comfortable 

accommodation and large 
tracts of land to shoot over, 
land and water birds. Two 
large dams. Contact Albertus 
Steenkamp 082 556 7801.

113 – Volksrust – Mpu
Four star selected wingshooting 
for two or four friends on a 
special farm in the Volksrust 
district. Must have bird dogs. 
Very pleasant and hospitable 
farmer. Inspected and accredited 
landowner. Accommodation 
available (3 bedrms). Call the 
custodian: Angelo Spada 082  
909 5969.

128 – Fouriesburg – FS
Rock pigeon shooting, 
depending on season/state 
of crop (usually March/April). 
Self catering R160 per night, 
shooting free of charge. Can 
accommodate up to 12 guns 
in 5 rooms. Call Johan du Preez 
082 457 9382.

27 – Malta Adventures - FS
Vrede area. Excellent quality 
mixed bag of land and water 
birds, including greywing.
Call Hendrik Neethling:
082 597 8258.

135 – NW Wingshooting
Rustenburg district. Mixed bags. 
Wide variety of gamebirds, 
clay shooting range. Hunting 
cabin accommodation for 12 
guns. 10% discount for SA 
Wingshooters members!
Call Theuns Oelofse
082 462 4550, 014 533 1950.

Alldays – Limpopo 
– Game hunting
Brombeek 2000ha game farm. 
Walk and stalk. Excellent s/c 
facilities and guides.
Contact: Susara
082 554 8922.

Selected venues are listed free of charge from the WINGSHOOTERS’ NATIONAL GAMEBIRD DATABASE and from general notices placed 
by members. Notices will be placed if the venues are available to members only. The landowner or the shoot organiser must ensure 
that all shooters are members and must show their membership cards. Members may not use this section to highjack shooting rights 
for themselves and their syndicates on the properties listed here, thereby blocking other members. No guarantees or endorsements of 
any venue or shoot are given nor implied. Please get details of ALL the costs and fees in advance! Comments on venues by members 
are kept on file. Members are welcome to contact us for information on a venue and cite the reference number.

Book now for next season!

How you can send your report:
All Dedicated Hunters must complete an annual 

dedicated report form and email or fax it to us by 
no later than end October of every year. This is 
a requirement of the Firearms Control Act 60 of 
2000. A dedicated report must contain the details of 
at last two (2) hunting related activities. A “hunting 
related activity” refers to ANY hunting – whether it 
be wingshooting (game bird hunting), furred game 
animals or range shooting. 

This means that you may send in your dedicated 
report form of any other association if it might be 
the case. You needn’t complete each association’s 
own dedicated form. In other words, don’t worry 
if you only hunted plains game this year as it does 
count as a dedicated hunting activity – respectively, 
same goes if you just hunted birds. You send your 
bird hunting report to other associations as proof of 
activity. This is relevant to many members, as many 
are members of other associations as well. If you did 
not participate in ANY hunting related activity for 
some or other reason, then you must email or fax us 
a short note with your full name, ID number and 
reason of non-activity. A dedicated hunter may only 
submit a non-active declaration for a maximum of 
two consecutive years. 

Go to page 41 in previous magazines where you 
will find the dedicated report. Make a photocopy or 
tear it out and complete it at the end of the season 
and send it to us. Alternatively you can also down-
load it from our website at:

http://www.wingshooters.org.za (click on “ALL 
FORMS”)
To send your dedicated report to us,
fax it to: 086 211 5111 or email it to 
anel@wingshooters.co.za

YOUR ANNUAL 
DEDICATED HUNTER 

REPORT – What to do:



* The entry fee of R350 is not payable by persons 60 years & older, or by persons younger than 21. The annual 
subscription fee for Juniors (persons younger than 21) is a nominal R250.- (incl), and for persons 70 and older is R895.- 

Incl. Contact us for details of family membership.

www.wingshooters.org.za

YES!

Join SA’s only national wingshooting 
association and get these great benefits:

•	Exclusive members-only access to the Gun Licensing Help-line
•	'Bona-fide	Hunters'	recognised	as	credit	to	Dedicated	Hunters,	or
•	Option	to	qualify	as	Dedicated	Hunter	in	terms	of	Act	60
•	Membership	of	Police-accredited	Hunting	Association
•	Exclusive	hunting	rights	and	shoots	for	members	only
•	Access	to	the	National	Shooting	Venue	Database
•	Up-to-date	information	on	the	Firearms	Control	Act
•	4	‘WINGSHOOTER’	magazines	with	full	shooting	calendar
•	Provincial	hunting	licences	(for	most	provinces)
•	Access	to	clay	shooting	clubs,	shotgun	clinics	and	training
•	25%	saving	on	the	handbook	WINGSHOOTING, with tips & hints 

by 21 experts on game bird hunting
•	Free	advice	on	shooting	seasons,	gundogs,	shotguns,	etc.
•	Free	firearm	ENDORSEMENTS	for	any	type	of	firearm.
•	R20	million	wingshooters’	liability	insurance	included
•		PSP	–	Postal	Shooting	Programme	for	Handguns	&	Rifles
Non-Profit Organisation Reg. 031-587-NPO • Tel: +27 (0)11-781 3613

Fax to Email: 086 211 5111  
E-mail: anel@wingshooters.co.za
SAPS Accreditation No. 1300080

Sign me up and rush 
me my membership 
documents

Join the only accredited gateway to quality
 Shooting
        & Licensing

SA WINGSHOOTERS

Full	Names  .......................................................

  .......................................................

  .......................................................

ID	Number  .......................................................

Postal	Address  .......................................................

  .......................................................

  .......................................................

Postal	Code  .......................................................

Residential Address ....................................................  

  .......................................................

  .......................................................

  .......................................................

E-Mail	*  .......................................................

*(we email members with news regularly)

Office	Tel	No.  .......................................................

Fax	Number  .......................................................

Home	Tel	No.  .......................................................

Cell	Phone	No.  .......................................................

Payment	Method:		      (We regret AMEX not accepted)

Bank	deposit																Credit	Card

Card	No.   ....................................................................

Card	Expiry	Date  .............................................
Card	Validation	No. (Last 3 digits on reverse) ..................  
Your Signature  .......................................................

Date  .......................................................
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I agree to honour the constitution. You hereby confirm that you are subscribing to SA 
Wingshooters Association for a period of one year or two years, depending on your option.

Are you uncomfortable about using your credit card? 
It is safe to include it on the form below if you fax it 
to us instead of posting it. This way, the information 

is handled only by our financial controller, thus 
ensuring that the credit card transaction and your 

personal details remain safe and secure at all times! 
Even better, deposit your subscription by means of 

Internet banking or deposit it in our bank account as 
per the details below (then fax us the printout!).

Bank: ABSA Brooklyn • Code: 335-345 • Account 
Name: SA Wingshooters • Account Number: 

1500165460
If you have a 'Bona Fide Hunter' certificate, 

please attach a copy to receive a credit towards 
decated hunter status.

ANNUAL	SUBSCRIPTION: 

I wish to join for 1 Year 2 Years

Entry	Fee	 R	350.-	 R	350.-

Subscription	–	Annual*  R 1,130.- R 2,100.-

Subscription	–	over	70’s:	 R	895.-	 R	1,790.-

Subscription	Junior	U/21	 R	250.-	 R	500.-

Total	Including	VAT	 R												.-	 R													.-

I	also	wish	to	Join	the	PSP	 	R	100.-	 R	190.-

TOTAL:																																	R                      R

I also wish to order: 

        Dedicated Hunter Training Manual @ R 300.-

2014

The	PSP	(Postal	Shooting	Programme)	is	for	rifle	and	
handgun	shooting.	The	PSP	offers	participation	in	our	

annual target shooting competition in various divisions 
for rifle and handgun shooting:






